
 
 

February 15, 2023 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

“Critics say Newsom's proposal for low-performing students fails most Black students” reads the 

headline in a recent EdSource piece. A plan by Gov. Gavin Newsom to increase oversight of all 

low-performing student groups and focus money on the state’s poorest schools has riled several 

civil rights organizations that had pressed him for extra state funding to help Black students. 

 

Lengthy discussions with the governor took a different turn because Newsom’s legal advisers 

warned that targeting Black students, whose academic performance trails every other racial and 

ethnic group, could run afoul of Proposition 209. The constitutional amendment, which 

California voters passed in 1996 and reaffirmed in 2020, bars state action based on race. 

 

Rather than target funds to Black students, Newsom’s plan would target the lowest-income 

schools that educate about 5% of all students and only 6% of Black students, an EdSource 

analysis shows. Black students make up 5.1% of the state’s students. 

 

“It’s almost the opposite of what we were asking for,” said Debra Watkins, the founder and 

executive director of the California-based A Black Education Network. 

 

Watkins is a member of the coalition that sought to increase funding to the roughly 80,000 Black 

students who do not already receive supplemental funding from the state. She said the 

governor’s proposal misses the point. 

 

To read on, go here. 

 

To the relief of many parents, children in California won’t have to get the coronavirus vaccine to 

attend school, state public health officials have confirmed, ending one of the last major 

restrictions of the pandemic in the nation’s most populous state. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom first announced the policy in 2021, saying it would eventually apply to all of 

California’s 6.7 million public and private schoolchildren.  

But since then, the crisis first caused by a mysterious virus in late 2019 has mostly receded from 

public consciousness. COVID-19 is still widespread, but the availability of multiple vaccines has 

lessened the viruses’ effects for many — offering relief to what had been an overwhelmed public 

health system. 

https://edsource.org/2023/critics-say-newsoms-proposal-for-low-performing-students-fails-black-students/684148
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-health-education-california-gavin-newsom-575ef3be2c5c2600664fa48c08041abd


Nearly all of the pandemic restrictions put in place by Newsom have been lifted, and he won’t be 

able to issue any new ones after Feb. 28 when the state’s coronavirus emergency declaration 

officially ends. 

To continue reading, go here.  

 

Earlier this month, East Bay State Senator Nancy Skinner, D-Berkeley, introduced a bill that 

would eliminate suspensions for defying teachers and school staff or disrupting school activities 

— known as “willful defiance” suspensions — for all public school students by 2024. The 

impetus behind the bill is that willful defiance suspensions disproportionately impact Black male 

students in California, and increase the likelihood of students dropping out of school. 

“SB 274 is based on a simple premise: Students belong in school. Suspending youth for low-level 

behavior issues leads to significant harm, including learning loss and a higher likelihood that 

affected students will drop out of school completely,” Sen. Skinner said. “SB 274 puts the needs 

of students first. Instead of kicking them out of school, we owe it to students to figure out what’s 

causing them to act out and help them fix it.” 

SB 274 builds on Sen. Skinner’s 2019 legislation, SB 419, which was signed into law by Gov. 

Gavin Newsom. It permanently banned willful defiance suspensions in grades TK-5 and 

prohibited them in grades 6-8 until 2025. SB 274 would eliminate willful defiance suspensions 

completely in all grades in California public schools. 

Willful defiance suspensions cover a highly subjective category of student behavior including a 

student not removing a hat or hoodie in class. These types of suspensions have historically 

targeted Black male students the most. According to the 2018 report “Get Out! Black Male 

Suspensions in California Public Schools,” suspensions for willful defiance represented 21% of 

all suspensions of Black male students in California middle schools. And in high school, it was 

26%. In all, African-American male students in California schools are three times more likely to 

be suspended for willful defiance than the statewide average. 

While black students made up 5.6 percent of the total enrollment in California for academic year 

2017-18, they accounted for 15.6 percent of total suspensions for willful defiance, according to 

the state education department. Of course, it goes unmentioned that black kids actually commit a 

disproportionate number of suspense-worthy offenses. Black teachers realize this. A recent 

Fordham Institute teacher survey showed that they, more than white teachers, feel suspensions 

aren’t used enough. 

To learn more, go here and here. 

 

In Los Angeles, at the same time that activists are trying to get rid of suspensions, community 

and student activists have relaunched a campaign to eliminate the Los Angeles School Police 

Department, calling instead for the “expansion of mental health and academic programs, college 

and career counseling and job and life-skills training — focusing especially on the needs of 

Black students.” 

 

https://apnews.com/article/health-california-covid-gavin-newsom-government-and-politics-0a013cc71e580d33fe59f93bc6c2b16e
https://apnews.com/article/education-gavin-newsom-california-health-covid-a9125939e406d78403d9f728ac12b3de
https://edsource.org/2018/suspension-rates-for-black-male-students-in-california-higher-for-foster-youth-rural-students/593888
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article234448652.html
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/research/discipline-reform-through-the-eyes-of-teachers
https://sd09.senate.ca.gov/news/20230201-sen-skinner-announces-bill-eliminate-willful-defiance-suspensions
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/research/discipline-reform-through-the-eyes-of-teachers


The call from a coalition of organizations puts renewed pressure on Los Angeles Unified School 

District Supt. Alberto Carvalho as he also confronts tense labor negotiations and pushes forward 

with his own expensive agenda for academic progress. 

Meanwhile, a group of Latino parents on Tuesday spoke out in support of school police — a 

counterpoint of the message delivered with passion by about 150 protesters on the steps of Mann 

UCLA Community School in South Los Angeles. 

“We’ve been fighting the school-to-prison pipeline for decades,” said Amir Whitaker, senior 

policy counsel with the American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California. “And this fight to 

remove school police is a part of it.” 

School districts speak of helping students with trauma, he told those assembled, “yet we know 

school police are a part of that trauma for so many students, for so many communities. ... I’ve 

represented students who are arrested for food fights or just other minor things that now set 

them on a path for criminalization, that changed the rest of their life, that changed their whole 

life trajectory.” 

To read on, go here. 

 

The Next Generation Science Standards (NGGS) are defined as a multi-state effort to create new 

education standards that are “rich in content and practice, arranged in a coherent manner across 

disciplines and grades to provide all students an internationally benchmarked science education.” 

 

But is this accurate? 

 

No, says John Droz, an independent scientist. 

Without acknowledgment or sufficient explanation, the Framework and NGSS endorse abstract/ 

lateral/ system thinking, and denigrate linear thinking. You’ve never heard about this issue? 

Inserting things in the dark of night is standard fare for our progressive associates. For 

worthwhile discussions about the differences between these types of thinking, see here, here, 

and here. 

What these analyses conclude is that different types of thinking may be beneficial in different 

circumstances. For example, more abstract thinking might be helpful for artists. Interestingly, an 

example given for when linear thinking would likely be more beneficial, is for scientists. 

However, the Framework/NGSS authors have chosen to downgrade linear thinking in science 

education! Go figure. 

This is a good situation to test how committed the Framework/NGSS authors are to Critical 

Thinking. If they were, there would be a thorough and objective discussion of these different 

types of thinking (as in the three citations above). Students would then be able to assess for 

themselves as to when each type of thinking would be optimum. Unfortunately, none of this is in 

the Framework/NGSS, indicating that their claimed commitment to Critical Thinking is 

deceptive. 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-12-21/all-l-a-students-to-receive-individual-academic-plan
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-02-01/ban-l-a-school-police-and-add-more-counselors-academic-help-for-black-students-group-says
https://www.magneticmemorymethod.com/linear-thinking/
https://andyeklund.com/is-linear-thinking-bad/
https://neurotray.com/linear-thinking-vs-lateral-thinking/


To learn more, go here. 

 

Mike Antonucci reports, “California Teachers Union Numbers Show Declining Membership at 

587 of 995 Affiliates Since 2019.” 

In the last five years, teachers unions have taken two big hits. The first was the SCOTUS Janus 

ruling in June 2018, which eliminated the practice of charging agency fees to nonmembers. The 

second was the COVID pandemic that shut down schools beginning in March 2020. 

The effects have been detrimental to teachers union membership across the country, but perhaps 

nowhere more so than in the ranks of the California Teachers Association. 

That union’s roster reached its apex at the time of the Janus decision, with more than 326,000 

active members working in the state’s public schools. It has been a slow downward slide ever 

since. 

The first big blow was the loss of 19,000 members when the California Faculty Association 

seceded from the state union and the National Education Association. 

The Janus decision did not lead to the mass exodus of members that its supporters had hoped for 

and unions had feared. CTA internal documents indicate that only 2,631 school employees have 

dropped their membership in the last four years. 

The union hoped to mitigate further losses by successfully lobbying for legislation that requires 

school districts to allow unions to make a 30-minute membership pitch during new teacher 

orientations. It is difficult to measure the effectiveness of this measure. In the last 10 months, 

school districts have hired 3,700 more employees who are eligible to join, but the union has 

1,727 fewer members. 

Just as the union was coming to terms with the post-Janus world, COVID hit and schools shut 

down. The union once again won relief from the California legislature, as districts were 

forbidden to lay off teachers until July 2020. 

Nonetheless, membership continued to dwindle to the present day. At the beginning of March 

2020, the union had 304,509 members. Internal documents show that figure dropped to 293,444 

as of Jan. 13, 2023, a loss of 11,065 members. 

To read on, go here. 

 

On the school choice front, things are advancing. In Iowa, Gov. Kim Reynolds just signed the 

Students First Act, whereby parents can control the portion of education dollars the state 

appropriates, approximately $7,600 annually. The legislation sets some caps for the first two 

years but removes them in 2025-26, making the educational savings account (ESA) program 

available to anyone. (ESAs allow parents to receive a deposit of public funds into a government-

authorized savings account with restricted, but multiple uses. Those funds can cover private 

https://criticallythinking.substack.com/p/critically-thinking-about-our-education-e8e
https://www.the74million.org/article/union-report-19000-member-california-state-university-affiliate-cuts-ties-with-state-union-nea-in-major-blow-to-national-organization/
https://www.the74million.org/article/union-report-19000-member-california-state-university-affiliate-cuts-ties-with-state-union-nea-in-major-blow-to-national-organization/
https://www.the74million.org/article/exclusive-california-teachers-union-numbers-show-declining-membership-at-587-of-995-affiliates-since-2019/
https://www.federationforchildren.org/iowa-legislature-passes-historic-school-choice-bill/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/iowas-school-choice-comeback-kim-reynolds-education-savings-accounts-bill-11674338524
https://www.wsj.com/articles/iowas-school-choice-comeback-kim-reynolds-education-savings-accounts-bill-11674338524
https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/types-of-school-choice/education-savings-account/


school tuition and fees, online learning programs, private tutoring, community college costs, 

higher education expenses, and other approved customized learning services and materials.) 

 

In Utah, Gov. Spencer Cox has just signed a law creating an ESA for all children in the state. 

Students are eligible to receive $8,000 per year for qualified education expenses, including 

private school tuition, therapies, tutors, and curriculum. 

 

Additionally, just a month into the new year, ten states are gearing up to add choice programs or 

increase their existing ones. Idaho lawmakers are expected to introduce a bill to create a 

universal ESA in the state. In Florida, a Republican proposal would extend the state’s already 

extensive choice programs to any student in the state. 

 

To learn more, go here. 

 

And finally, in a world awash with data, we at CTEN make every effort to keep up with the latest 

info. If you have any questions, or want more information about anything related to education, 

please let us know. Also, if you appreciate these letters and find them informative, please pass 

them along to your colleagues and encourage them to join us.  

As always, thanks for your continued interest and support of CTEN. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Sand 

CTEN President 

 

https://www.federationforchildren.org/afc-celebrates-new-utah-esa-program/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/fairness-justice/school-choice-in-2023-10-states-to-watch
https://www.wsj.com/articles/utah-school-choice-bill-iowa-education-savings-accounts-kim-reynolds-spencer-cox-11674860799
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/fairness-justice/school-choice-in-2023-10-states-to-watch
http://www.ctenhome.org/

