
 
 

October 19, 2022 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

“California poll finds parents leaving traditional public for charter schools,” writes Joshua Bay in 

The 74. 

More than one in four California parents have switched their child’s school during the pandemic 

with most transferring from traditional public to charter schools, according to the 2022 

PACE/USC Rossier Poll. 

The annual poll, conducted by Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE) and the 

University of Southern California (USC) Rossier School of Education, surveyed 2,000 registered 

California voters, including 500 parents, on their opinions and priorities for public education.  

The poll’s analysis on school switches attempts to understand what contributed to the historic 

4.6% student enrollment decline – or more than 270,000 students statewide. 

Among parents surveyed that switched their child’s school, the 52% that originally attended 

traditional public schools dropped to 41% – an 11 percentage point decline. In contrast, the 

15% that attended charter schools grew to 23% – an 8 percentage point increase. 

This comes as 71% of parents surveyed supported charter schools – a 15 percentage point 

increase from 2020 to 2022. 

To continue reading, go here. 

 

In Los Angeles, Covid-related issues are particularly acute. As the So. Cal News Group posits, 

“Learning loss continues to manifest.” 

Disasters often reveal underlying structural weaknesses. That certainly happened during the 

COVID-19 pandemic with the Los Angeles Unified School District, the largest school district in 

the state. 

Test scores released this month showed 72% of students failed to meet California math 

standards, worse by 5 percentage points from the pre-pandemic school year of 2018-19. For 

English standards, 58% failed to meet state standards, worse by 2 points. 
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Superintendent Alberto Carvalho lamented at a news conference, “The pandemic deeply 

impacted the performance of our students. Particularly kids who were at risk, in a fragile 

condition, prior to the pandemic, as we expected, were the ones who have lost the most ground.” 

True, the pandemic was bad for everybody. However, “Los Angeles Unified stayed closed much 

longer than other districts in California and the United States,” Lance Izumi told us; he’s senior 

director of the Center for Education at the Pacific Research Institute. “The United Teachers of 

Los Angeles was one of the biggest boosters of keeping the schools closed. If they had put the 

children first, the schools would have opened much sooner.” 

To read on, go here. 

According to a poll commissioned by the California Teachers Association, 1 in 5 teachers report 

that they will likely leave the profession in the next three years, “including 1 in 7 who say they 

will definitely leave. An additional 22% say there is a 50-50 chance they will leave.” 

However, national data of recent teacher resignations call into question what the survey called 

California’s “crisis of retention.” Research and a review of surveys by Education Week 

concluded that the rate of teacher attrition did rise in 2021-22, but only by a few percentage 

points, to 7% nationally and to 10% in large urban and low-income districts. 

Dan Goldhaber, vice president at the American Institutes of Research, whose study of teacher 

turnover in Washington state also found a slight uptick in attrition in 2021-22, said “data 

definitely do not support the idea that anywhere near the number of teachers who suggest they 

may leave actually leave.” But he added, in his Washington state analysis, “That does not mean 

we should be unconcerned; we should take reports of teacher burnout and dissatisfaction 

seriously, even if they do not lead to attrition.” 

To learn more, go here. 

In California, 23.1% of adults lack” basic prose literacy skills” which puts the state dead last in 

the country. “The state of California and the state Department of Education are being blamed and 

sued for the failing literacy rate, as families and students believe that they are not receiving a 

quality education in reading and writing.” 

The attorneys who represented the children in a 2017 lawsuit known as the Ella T. case blamed 

the state for the problem. 

They argued that the state had long known of the literacy crisis, and its grim impact on the lives 

of children, but had done little to solve it, essentially denying these children their civil right to 

literacy under the state constitution. 

“Tragically, the state of California fought us,” said Mark Rosenbaum, lead counsel on the case. 

“They blamed the kids as opposed to the system itself.” 
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The state eventually agreed to a 2020 settlement that created $50 million in Early Literacy 

Support Block (ELSB) grants for 75 of the state’s lowest-performing schools, those with the 

lowest scores on Smarter Balanced tests administered in the spring of 2019. At some of these 

high-poverty California schools, fewer than 10% of the children were reading at grade level. 

Despite the literacy crisis, California has yet to embrace a comprehensive strategy that will get 

all students statewide reading by third grade. While California Department of Education 

officials are tracking outcomes in the block grant schools to inform their “legislative analysis of 

bills,” there appear to be no plans to use the data to shape a statewide literacy push. 

To learn more, go here and here. 

California’s Proposition 28 is asking voters to approve $1 billion for arts and music education in 

Golden State schools. 

 

A measure on the November ballot could boost school funding for music and arts education by 

about $1 billion — a move that proponents say will create more equitable classrooms and lead 

to a more diverse workforce in California’s pivotal entertainment industry. 

 

If approved by voters, Proposition 28 would secure guaranteed annual funding for California’s 

K-12 schools to be used toward courses such as music, dance, theater, photography and graphic 

design. 

 

The proposal would not raise taxes, but would require the state to set aside an amount for arts 

education that equals 1% of the total funding provided to schools each year. 

 

Schools are required to offer art courses, but resources for those programs are often the first to 

go during tough financial times, said former L.A. Unified Supt. Austin Beutner, who is leading 

the proposal. 

 

Despite a record high state budget, only 1 in 5 public schools in California have a full-time arts 

and music program — a fact that Beutner called “awful.” 

 

To read on, go here. 

 

All the Covid-related school fixes are going to cost the country money. Lots of money. 

Schools have received almost $190 billion for pandemic recovery, but that falls far short of the 

$700 billion it will take to erase the damage to learning caused by COVID, according to a new 

study. 

…the way the government has distributed the funds — through a formula that targets high-

poverty schools — left some communities hit hard by the pandemic with insufficient funding to 

offset learning declines, wrote Kenneth Shores of the University of Delaware and Matthew 

Steinberg of George Mason University in Virginia in a paper released Tuesday by the American 

Educational Research Association. 
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The researchers push for greater accountability, calling a lack of reporting on how districts are 

using the funds a “policy failure.” When officials learned which districts participated in remote 

learning longer, they could have made adjustments, Steinberg said. 

“There weren’t efforts in real time … to update the distribution of this aid in ways that would try 

to maximize its reach to the students and communities that would need it the most,” he said. 

To continue reading, go here. 

 

On the school choice front, there have been two recent successes. 

 

On March 29, West Virginia, passed the most expansive school choice program in the country to 

date. Under the law, all parents are given unrestrained options. If parents choose a private school 

for their kids, they will receive 100 percent of their state education dollars – $4,600 annually – to 

help defray expenses. In addition to private school tuition, parents can use the funding to 

homeschool or for other education expenses. 

 

However, the new law was blocked by a Charleston-area judge in July after she ruled that the 

program violates the state’s constitutional mandate to provide “a thorough and efficient system 

of free schools.” But on October 6, the state Supreme Court issued an order reversing the lower 

court’s ruling. 

Also, Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey signed HB 2853 into law in July, making every family in the 

Grand Canyon State eligible for an educational savings account. Participants will receive about 

$6,400 per year per child, which can be used at the parents’ discretion for private school, 

homeschooling, learning pods, tutoring, or any other kinds of educational services that best fit 

their kids’ needs outside the traditional public school system. Any family that wishes to opt out 

of their local public school – or who already has – would be allowed to join the ESA program. 

A teacher union-backed group that opposes school choice, Save Our Schools Arizona (SOS), 

attempted to put the ESA program to a vote in a ballot referendum. If it had succeeded, it would 

have put the law’s implementation on hold, pending the outcome of a popular vote on the 

measure in 2024. But the signature gathering fell way short, and the ESA will go forth.  

To learn more, go here and here. 

 

If you have any valuable resources that you would like to share, or report on what your school 

district is doing – good, bad or indifferent – to deal with the “new normal,” please do so by 

emailing cteninfo@ctenhome.org or posting on the CTEN Facebook page, which can be 

accessed here. 

 

Also, anyone wishing to donate to CTEN can do so very simply through check, money order or 

PayPal - http://www.ctenhome.org/donate/ As a non-profit, we exist only through the generosity 

of others. Thanks, as always. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Larry Sand 

CTEN President 

 

 


